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Sri Lanka steps into
61st anniversary
of independence _

Sri Lanka steps into the 61st anniversary of regaining
of independence from Britain. In fact the country was
ceded to Britain on a treaty called the Udarata Givisuma
in 1815, and with that episode the total control of the
administration went into the hands of the British.
However, the Portuguese and the Dutch had been con-
trolling the maritime provinces from 1505 and that year
marked the dawn of the dark age in the near 3,000
years of freedom the people had enjoyed - freedom of
movement, the freedom from poverty, freedom of free
education, freedom of indigenous cultural activity and
the freedom of religious worship.

On February 4, 1948, our people celebrated in much
grandeur and tremendous hope that they once again
become the rulers of the land of their birth.

In the previous year, 1947, with the promulgation of
the Soulbury Constitution, Sri Lanka was granted self-
rule and Parliamentary General Election was held on 19
days from August 23 to September 20. Mr. D. S. Sena-
nayake became the first Prime Minister of independent
Sri Lanka.

May his love Enfold you,

May his peace Surround you,

May his joy Be your strength,

And his light Fill your life

This Christmas & All year through!
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from Rev. Dharshana Jayamanne
In fact, the spirit of Christmas is Joy.

Christmas has this message for us: God is near. He is not a far
away deity dwelling in light inaccessible, but a loving Father
who is very close to us. Moreover, after the incarnation, the hu-
man person has become the privileged place for meeting God.
We can now meet God in Jesus, and after him, in every man,
woman and child.

Christmas invites us to become more fully human. The incarna-
tion and birth of the son of God in human flesh is a powerful
affirmation of the dignity of the human person. In Christ Jesus
God utters a word of unconditional acceptance of humans. It
is true to say that when God steps out of his infinity, what he
becomes is a human being. So, whoever follows after Christ be-
comes more of a human being.

By his incarnation the son of God has united himself in some
fashion with every human being. This invites us to live in soli-
darity with all humans. We are a community of believers which
realizes that it is truly and intimately linked with humankind and
its history. Hence, the joys and hopes, or the grieves and anxi-
eties of the people, in any way affected of this age, especially
those of our own people in Sri Lanka, are the joys and hopes,
the grieves and anxieties of the followers of Christ.

Thus the Church believes she can contribute, through her indi-
vidual members and her whole community, greatly toward mak-
ing the human family and its history more human. Christmas,
therefore may inspire us to dedicate whole heartedly to work for
the humanization of humankind and the world.

Merry Christmas and Great Joy to all of you!

Fr Dharshana Jayamanne.
December 2008
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"I hope recent Sri Lankan immigrants to New Zealand
will read this brief history of USLA and begin to appreci-
ate what was done at hard times by a dedicated group
of Sri Lankans in New Zealand. This appreciation and
understanding may encourage them to join USLA, for
the sake of our children and grand children.”

USLA was born out of sheer necessity 25 years ago when
the world around us collapsed after the racial violence in
Sri Lanka. The expatriate Sri Lankans all over the world
woke up to the dreadful news from the motherland. Ex-
treme acts of violence and carnage were brought to our
living rooms. The well coordinated planned propaganda
of discrimination, human right abuses by the majority
Sinhala towards the minority Tamils. Spokespersons for
the terrorist groups spoke of genocide and annihilation
of their race.

The voice of calm and reason was not given a chance
and one sided version of events made headlines daily.
Attempts to find out more details and to give a balance
view points rather than hysterical out bursts was hin-
dered by the lack of a united voice for the Sri Lankan
community in New Zealand . The only association we
had at that time was the NZ-Sri Lanka friendship so-
ciety which was formed by the efforts of Sumana and
Freddie Abeysekara, who were in Taumarunui in early
70’s. I was an office bearer and a founder member of
this society. The contacts made with the executive to
get a media release to respond to the allegations was
unsuccessful as they believed it was not their role to
get involved in politics of Sri Lanka. My own efforts to
get information to the media were rejected as I was
not a representative of any group. How ever the media
continued to give opinions on individuals who were sup-
posed to represent the Elam Australia Association and
similar groups.

My contacts with a small group of Sri Lankans in Auck-
land resulted in a meeting within few days of those un-

United Sri Lanka Association of New Zealand
— 25 years of service

fortunate incidents. This meeting was a result of hard
work by Sumana and Freddie Abeysekara , Choola
and Siri Waidyratne, Wimal and Malini Munasingha,
Daya and Wasanthi Mudannayake, Daya and Kumudini
Dayananda and few others. The meeting was held at
Freddie’'s home was attended by 32 members of the
Sri Lankans in Auckland. Many ideas and plans were
discussed to address the immediate
task of getting a balanced view point
about Sri Lanka to the media as soon
- as possible. The group felt that I was
a suitable person to be the spokes-
| person for the Auckland group and
. written consent was given by those
present at the meeting. I have been
fortunate to get the confidence of
USLA members in Wellington to be
the joint spokesperson - the position
{ I held for over 25 years!

I was able to contact the media with
my new title and we were able to
start a dialogue with the media. This
was the beginning of the media get-
ting a better understanding of Sri
Lankan events of present. My next
mission was to have meeting in Wel-
lington. Ana, Muthu, Ubhaya, Ramya
and Henry and their families helped
to arrange the meeting in Wellington.
We discussed the situation at great
length and appointed key members
of the community to coordinate further work and they
all approved my position as the spokeperson.

We had many meetings both in Wellington and Auckland
and the consensus was that we needed a representa-
tive association to represent the Sri Lankan voice in
New Zealand. The membership of the association was
open to all Sri Lankans who believe a united Sri Lanka
where all Sri Lankans can live with equal rights in har-
mony and peace. Finally with many obstacles United Sri
Lanka Association became a reality with the main office
in Wellington.

The situation changed dramatically with the media as
actions from USLA members took effect. Information
was gathered from Sri Lanka and other sources. We
quickly established contact with Sri Lankan govern-
ment, diplomats and other patriotic groups. We were
in close contact with our friends in America, Australia
and other countries. USLA became the rallying point for
all Sri Lankan patriots in New Zealand. No news article
went unchallenged and we got invited to contribute to
journals of other parts of the world as USLA members
were recognised for the patriotism and dedication. Sri
Lankan government recognised USLA as one of the
most dedicated association in the world and many Sri
Lankan High Commissioners in Australia took every op-
purtunity to meet our members on their visits to New
Zealand. When we visited Sri Lanka the task of welcom-
ing by then Sri Lankas’ prime minister Hon. Premadasa
was a unforgettable experience for USLA members of
the Auckland and Wellington.

Auckland Branch of USLA was non existent at that time
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and Siri Waidyaratne and few other USLA leaders in
Auckland were responsible for organising the welcome
to the PM. USLA was supported by almost all the Sri
Lankans in New Zealnd. It was common to meet friends
from various parts of the country. For functions in Wel-
lington some of the frequent participants from far plac-
es were Ranjith and Kumudu Cooray and family from
Napier, Ruki and Gamini Ediriweera from Taihape.
While USLA was able to function adequately for our
core function of working for our motherland the activi-
ties were widened to give our culture and traditions to
people of New Zealand. It is this enthusiasm which saw
the start of cultural and traditional functions.

USLA activities in Auckland was organised by the
founder members of USLA with many supporters in the
Auckland SL community. USLA new year celebrations
was organised for the first time in NZ by a small com-
mittee and was held in 1984. It was the first time in NZ
that the speeches were given in both English and Sin-
hala. This tradition, started in 1984 continued annually
and this then became the foremost function when USLA
- Auckland Branch was established. In the beginning
USLA members from Wellington and Auckland came to-
gether in Taumarunui for the annual get together. My
family was the only Sri Lankan family in Taumarunui at
that time. It was at one of these functions that a special
general meeting of USLA -NZ was arranged and the
constitution amended to start a branch association-in
Auckland. This was at the request of majority of our
Auckland based friends. There were over hundred par-
ticipants at these gatherings, from Auckland, Hamilton,
Wellington, Napier and few other cities and the week
end was spent enjoying the company of our friends.
Once officially formed USLA - Auckland branch took
over most of the activities in the Upper North Island
and worked to achieve our primary objectives. There
were attempts in the past to break away from the main
USLA and form a separate entity but the separatists
were not successful.This was an attempt at power play
rather than any progressive attempt for better the ser-
vices to Auckland. We still stand proudly as The United
Sri Lanka Association Auckland Branch. In 1985, USLA
representatives were invited to meet the head of the
defence forces in SL — Major Gen Ranatunga- The invi-
tation was a personal letter form the general as he has
read articles written by USLA representatives and was
most grateful and appreciative to USLA for the work
done in NZ- The full page article in question, an address
to USLA AGM in Wellington was given prominence in
major SL news papers. When I visited Sri Lanka I was
able to use this opportunity to gain valuable insight to
the massive problems the armed forces faced defend-
ing the country and the safety of all Sri Lankans. He
gave me access to visit army camps, refugee camps
and areas of Tiger activity in the eastern province. I
also met suspected Tiger terrorists who were at the Bo-
ossa Army camp. On the advice of Gen Ranatunga, my
good friend Late Brig Lucky Wijeratne personally helped
me to visit these dangerous areas. The visit gave me
the opportunity to write many articles to the news pa-
pers, with my personal observations backed with inter-
views and photographs to challenge some of the false
propaganda floating in the news media at that time in
New Zealand.

Minister Lalith Athulathmudali was another politician
who met us in Sri Lanka and discussed the political and
the war situation and encouraged us to continue our
patriotic activities in New Zealand. High Commissioner

in Australia at the time, Wickrama Weerasuriya was re-
sponsible for briefing the minister about the valuable
work done by USLA-NZ.

USLA president Chula Rajapakse and I visited the army
hospital in Anuradhapura and donated money from USLA
for the welfare of the wounded soldiers. This was a very
humbling and moving experience to meet those who
were prepared to give life and limb for the safety of our
country and people. Through Dharmavijaya foundation
and with the guidance of Rev Madihe Panjaseeha thero,
USLA got involved in providing assistance to children
in poor areas of Sri Lanka donated 5 kilo tonnes of milk
powder to SL Sunday schools. USLA also had schol-
arships to assist school and university children. USLA
donated equipment to the army Hospital in Colombo
and also donated money for artificial limbs to wounded
soldiers. USLA was the first overseas based organisa-
tion to publish paid articles in all Sri Lankan papers, to
give blessings and encouragement to the members of
the armed services. This was at a time when the morale
of the forces was low and the terrorists were getting an
upper hand. Armed forces acknowledged this patriotic
action at the highest level, and copies of the articles
were distributed to all army camps in the island.

In New Zealand USLA made many representations to
news media and politicians about the situation in SL
and our representatives were always ready to travel
and take part in discussing the Sri Lankan problems.
When the heads of the commonwealth came to Auck-
land , USLA members were their to demonstrate against
international terrorism. The march for peace in Sri Lan-
ka was given media publicity in NZ and other com-
monwealth countries. Above all it received prime time
coverage on Sri Lanka TV and was commended by the
president of Sri Lanka for its the appropriateness.
USLA members were there again for yet another march
for peace when APEC leaders came to Auckland mem-
bers. USLA distributed a booklet about international
terrorism, urging their governments to help Sri Lanka
to overcome terrorism. Near embarrassment both for
Sri Lanka and New Zealand was avoided at the com-
monwealth games held in Auckland in 1990. Through
the timely actions of USLA - At the last minute before
the games the SL embassy in Australia learnt that a
group calling themselves Sri Lankans in New Zealand
wanted to carry the flag for the SL team and also was
to represent Sri Lanka. However it was learnt that they
planned to do a protest at the games opening and carry
a separatist flag. The organisers were warned by our
government representatives in Australia that this was
unacceptable, and Sri Lanka would not take part if a
protest group represent Sri Lanka. They requested the
task to be given to USLA. Even though we were given
only 6 weeks to organise the appropriate cultural repre-
sentation and carrying of the Sri Lankan flag the senior
members of USLA in Auckland with Siri Waidyaratne
and few others accepted this enormous responsibility.
It is to the credit of many Sri Lankans in Auckland who
rallied round the organising committee, USLA was able
to do a great job representing Sri Lanka.

The athletes were most apppreciative of the support
and encouragement given to them. USLA rallied sup-
port at all events where SL athletes took part, and hun-
dreds were there to cheer our athletes.

After 25 yrs some of the founder members are get-
ting older but it is encouraging that some younger and
newer members are willing to continue in the patriotic
'graditions of USLA- It is not easy as the strongest criti-



cisms and disruptions come from our own community-
My appeal is to look at our motives and objectives and
it will become very clear that this is an association to
defend and protect the good name of our mother land-
If this fact is remembered we can continue for many
years in to the future.

Lessons from the past- Sri Lankans all over the world
found they were caught napping when ethnic violence
occurred in theirhome land in 1983- we were in a peace-
ful slumber but others who were planning for the cre-
ation of a separate state of EELAAM had their support
structures and the propaganda machine ready- Neither
the government of SL nor their embassies were ready
for the many questions asked by the rest of the world-
25 years later what has changed? With the information
technology being superior we are more knowledgeable
and well informed- But are we ready to react to any
situation urgently? I believe not- we now have frag-
mented groups all over the world who have forgotten,
that the WAR is to prevent a group of terrorists ripping
apart our motherland to create a mythical EELAAM ,
cutting off a third of our tiny island state, for their ex-
clusive use. Even if the terrorists are defeated in the
battle field, the fight to create an EELAAM will continue
and international pressure will come on the govern-
ment of SL to deliver various packages to some people,
which may create a de facto EELAAM in the end. - Equal
and fair treatment of all her citizens is a fundamental
duty of the SL government, but if careful thinking and
planning is not done we will face fresh problems even
if the terrorist war is terminated. The Sri Lankans in
foreign countries need to be well versed and prepared
to give balanced view points and correct information
about SL even in the future. The some of the mush-
rooming new groups of Sri Lankans, whose motives
are questionable to say the least, will not deliver this
service to our mother land - It is only associations like
USLA whose primary aim is to protect the good name
of Sri Lanka and support the unitary state where all
citizens can live in peace and harmony, will be able to
continue their message to the world. USLA constitution
guarantees this.When Tsunami tragedy occurred we
saw supporters of tiger terrorists getting organised and
receiving vast amounts of tsunami aid to support the
terrorist activities. We also wirnessed some non ter-
rorist groups joining hands with the terror supporters
proudly saying we have joined hands to support all Sri
Lankans- some did this for personal fame and fortune
but others were foolish even to think they can work
with the likes of THE TRO. Few years after tsunami we
now know the folly of their actions. USLA - NZ was the
first to object to some of the proposals that were put to
NZ aid donors , which were indirect attempts to collect
funds for the LTTE. We have not heard what happened
to millions of dollars of Tsunami Aid from all over the
world that went through NGOS to the affected north
and the east. What happened to the purposely built
emergency medical care buses ? Even though USLA
has been often criticized and our opponents used the
media to give high profile performances to gain cred-
ibility to their misguided plans, at the end of the day
USLA can proudly show its track records which shows
their dedication, sincerity and patriotism in the face of
adversity and hostility.

JOIN USLA AND SHOW THAT YOU CARE FOR YOUR
MOTHER COUNTRY. OUR DEDICATION AND RESOLVE
HAS NEVER BEEN QUESTIONED.

Dr Upali Manukulasuriya
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