A CLrEmomy 1o commem-
| rate the S Lankan War Heroes
| swas ek 1 the M. Albert Seabor
| Chtzen Hall oo Ttk June 2008,
| The evenl eoordinator

Mr: Wajirn Dossunnyake  said
| that “the Natkonal Ranavica Day
is heldl snnoally in Sri Lanka
shivce XHHE 16 boneur the Sni
Lankan soldicrs who have speri-
ficod their lives in action wihilst
at the same time o bless those
who have becomie  dilTerently
abled dn action and to pay heart-
fell respect and apprecistion (o
| those whe are presenthy standing
| mp to protect the severcizoty and
| territorial integrity of vor moth-
| erland, This year The Ranavirn
| Sevs Anthority has requested all
| the Sri Lankuns who ang living

RATHNADEEPA
ASSOCIATION
NC.

woou will be invelved in an accident

| or contact an {liness, that you may
{ need the blood of another o save

o vour life,

all wver the worldl to join hands
with them and commemorate ihe
prisent day Hanavirowns®,

Thus, the USLA  Auvck-
lamd Branch decided to hove this
cvent in Aockinnd and invited oll
the Sri Lankans to joln hands
with the 1 fo connmemorate
these heroes,

The ceremony started
with & weleoire nllﬂ'cll llrﬂ.ﬂ;'md
by the USLA Presidemt Mr.
Gumini Siriwardane [ollowald by
hsisting af the Mathonal Flag of
Sri Lanka,

Then the religions lead-
ery, mamely New Fealand High
Privst and the Chiel Monk of Sri
Lunkaramaya in Auwckland ihe
Rev. Valgama Muoanindawansa
Thero,

Probably with that reason
in mind or not, or may be believing |
in the benefits thal may come your |
way in the next birth, there were
some who did noi forget this jm-
portant dav, Even though it was a
working day, diarics filled with |
commitments, vel they did shed
their share of blood a1 this LSLA |
Blood Denation Camp on the 7 of
May 20N, at Epsom Donation
Room, at 71, Grear South Road,
Epsom.

The President Mr Gamini
Siriwardens said “USLA was the i
first Sri Lankan association 1o start §
this noble act”,

halivane was the Secretary of
LISLA that it all began”.

“1 am not suee, but may be
about 14 vears ago. Mow that iz a
lonig time!”™.

LISLA is proud that there
were members who accepted it's
kind request o help other human
beings and share a little of the re-
sponsibilitics of socicty. I

We wish o thank evervone




the Directaor of the Auckland
Centre Tur Buddbisi Learning.

| ibe Rev, Flle { handawinsals
Uhera, the Hev Faibice Dhar-
ihisming iy smanne, Alha)

| MO A Hasan debiverd special
O AL & peechios.

As far @ ihe orpanisens
| wre comce racd Uhe cveul went
| exeeptinmilly woll, with s large
gathering wf pairklic Sei
Lankans

The o rammnee dncladed

& nniger vides proswatstion ts
aplate the carvent War Sjias-
ten in the combal pone, the re-
ot i tnries ol sor ferees and
viiden clips depleting the
Munay v o’ determinuibom,
oommailimsenl ool dodice s fo
prrodeet amd saleguard e sa-

ored mathorianad.

The eermmany enided af sk
with Gglvtiog lamps and reading
wowar hern slogan in fromi of the
War Hero monument.

Ls

The war hirn remim-
hrasoe is mot & Bew coprepl ko
e New Zeslanders, Since the
Mirst @i bversar af Hae Gallipot]
landing in 1916, ANFEAL Day
T ek el g0 weknaow led ge the
sacrifioe and service of sulse-
] wnrs pnd o CHCEm Y
orw wid eestamdings of the fufl
impact ol prmed conflict on
thne w lon by e sees eid thel
(34 i

' .
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USLA Committes 2008

Prizaidant

Garnini Sariwardang
Tel: (09} 534 5779
Vice-President
Susantha Nawaratne
Tol: () 836 2683
Secretary

Waijirs Dassanayake
Tal; (05} 2738241
Agstatan] Secratary
Mary Withanage

Tel: (09) 525 G469
Treasurer

Iwan Gurarathine

Tal: (0F) 820 5532
Committes Members
Chinithaka Edirisunys
Teel: (00} B28 5029
Don Hethamachohi
Tel: (05) 828 3318
D, U. Manuikulasurtya
Ted: (0D} B38 6369
Lessly Joynwardane & 77 & 163
Tel: (08}

Hilupul Senarath-Dassanayake
Tel: (08} STT 3086
P Bapsrurmnagis

Tol: (0} 525 T444
Editar

MNiranjan Herath

Tel: (09} 5328005

Rathradespa Proof Reader
Panrl Senaraln-Dassaniyaks

Views expressed in the
articles are those of the con-
tributing suthors and may not

necessarily
reflect the views of
USLA - Auckland.

Dear Friends,

1 o delighted that | am able to penoa few lines 1o the Ruthnadcepa
June 2008 newslener.

There was much enthusiasm al the Blood Donation Camp held on 7
May although many founs it difficult to attend, since it was a working day. |
wish to thank all those who participated.

The Ranaving Commemoration propramme held ot the Senior Citi-
zens Hall at Mt Albert on 7 June 2008 was a solemn occasion when we all
assembled to appreciate our armed forces and also remember those who Laid
down their lives for the suke of their motherland, 10 defend her freedom,
unity and soversignty. Through the fight of the candles that were lit up to
mark this occasion, | saw many blurry eyes. Pictures of curment war situation
was shown by video with a useful commentary along with il

The new immigrams wip is fixed for the 28" of June, and we hope to
reach Rotare, spend time at the thermal springs even though it will be a one
day trip.

Another event lined up for the 19 of July is a seminar, conducted on
the themie “Twenty live veirs of Terrorism and Violation of Human rights
in S Lanka™, We hope 10 imvite some government representatives in Mew
Zealand (o participate in this, who may be unaware of the true aspects of the
situation in Sri Lankn and who may have been misinformed by terrosist
propagmds,

We do hope all S Lankans will join us.
Besl wishes to evervone "
Cramini Siriwardane

President
USLA Auckland Branch

Please sénd m o
articles for the
next iz before
the 315t of July.

USLA Coffee Evening
USLA Coffee Evening will be held every first Saturday of
each month at 4.00pm at Mt Albert Senior Citizen Hall. All
members and non-members are welcome,

RATHNADEEPA
USLA-AKL
PO BOX T4-136
AUCKLAND
rmhmaderpadi gmail com

United Sri Lanka Association would like to kindly remind
members to renew their membership for 2008 and also
encourage others to join as new members of the
association.
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Children's Corner

Pollution

Gilobal warming, Droughts, Earth Slips,
Floods, this is all because of pollution. It has to stop.
If you want to live longer in a healthy environment
stop polluting our beautiful world.

Can we do this? Yes, we can slop using the
car for shon distances, You could walk or bike or
even use the scooter. By doing this, actually we are
not only saving the environment, we are keeping
oursclves healthy too. I live close 1o the Somerville
Reserve, | usually walk there,

We should also stop cutting down trecs,
Why I'm saying this is because Irées ane very im-
portant to us. When we breathe, we take oxvgen and
breathe out carbon dioxide while the trees are
breathing in carbon dioxide, they breath out oxygen.
(Mot literally) So we help each other. If we chop
down all the trees we won'| have any oxygen lefl
and we'l die!

We ghould also recycle as much as possible.
Always remember what can be recycled and put
those in the recyele bin. Reuse plastic bags. Try 1o
minimise the rubbash for the environment.

Well that's all, hope everyone makes a dif-
ference!

Shenali Herath
Age 10

Laugh with me!!!!!!!

Town boy — Look at the bunch of cows.

Country bov — Mot a bunch = herd.

T.hey — Herd what?

C.boy = Herd of cows.

T.boy — Of course, |"ve heard of cows.

C.boy — No, a cow herd,

T boy — Why should 1 care what a cow heard? ['ve
ok no secrets from a cow.,

Sunil = { Teaching a parmot)
Say 'l can talk’,

Parrot — | can talk.

Sunil — | can walk.

Parrot — 1 can walk.

Sunil = | can fly.

Parroq — That's a lie,

Rani — Whats for lunch mum?
Muother ~ Thousands of things,
Rani — What are they?

Maother — Girains of rice.

Nishaa Senarath
10 years

General Knowledge!
Let's trv our minds at it

1. Who was the first President of US.A?

2. Who was the King of England who did not
speak English? .. covvinnnnnnnes

3. Who was the first woman Prime Minister in
the world? ... .. ioeasenninnnnn

4. Who was the first Indian to win a Mobel
PR e aran sl aunina

5. What were the two cities that the first atomic
bombs destroyed? ...........

6. What is the ]anst: spntm hy most people
inthe workd? ... .ccooiaian

7. What is the name borne by most people in
the world? .......coeeenee

£. Who was the King whao built the Tajmahal in
India, one of the wonders of the world? ...

9, What was the tallest knovwn buibding in the
world 2150 years ago? .....oieaeennnes

10. When did Sri Lanka win the world cricket
cup and who was the caplain then? ...

Shaanil Senarath
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My Experience at a May Day Rally
In Sri Lanka, 1" May cach vear has been
officially declared a public. bank and mercantile
holiday 1o enable the working class to paricipate in
activities designed 1o boost their unity, show their
solidarity and opportunity to shed binds of official-
dom.

The origin of this Intemational Labour
holiday was in 1889, when ihe entire workforce in
Chicago, USA decided 1o lay down tools 1o show
their strengeth 16 thear master; who were umiil then
exploiting workers to gain their ends and boost prof-
it=. Ever since, in the month of May the working
clazs the world over have been dedicating this day
and reminding emplovers that workers are a force 1o
be reckoned with, As a resuli this day has been de-
clared o holiday in many countries to afford the

Somaweera Chandrasini, Meril Fernando; Wimal-
asir De Mel; drawn from the Marxist Leninist Pary
~ Lankn Sama Samnja Party; Bala Tampoe from the
CML; Pieter Kueneman and MG Mendis from the
Communist Party. They sddressed the crowd that
had gathered and imbuoed in them a sense of lovaly
to the working class and condemned the exploitation
of workers by Capitalism; who had a strangle hold
on all workers then.

Afier the speeches of these lefiist lead-
ers, some of the workers representatives spoke; fol-
lowed by the singing of the National Anthem and
the Workers' Song. Aller having had fun and frolic;
we parted heading home in public transport. When
we finally reached home; our women folk obscrved
our hoarse voices and admonished us for being in-

workers a chance to meet and show their unity and
sclidarity o the powers that be.

In China, Germany, Gresee, Hong
Kong, laly, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand it is known as the Labour Day. In Ircland,
France, Japan, Sri Lanka and United Kingdom it is
termed as May Day. Even the Catholic Church cele-
brates the feast of 51, Joseph - the worker (foster
father of Jesus Christ) on 1 May each vear 1o im-
plore blessings of the Patron Saint of the working
class,

My personal experience in celebrting
the workers day commenced in the late 195005 when
as the member of the Bank Emplovees Trade Union,
| participated in its activities. Each vear on 1™ May,
we met opposite our work places and proceeded 1o
the uppointed place to participate in the celebmtions,
I vividly remember joining my collcagues and
marching in a throng towards Galle Foce Green
shouting slogans * Long live the work force”, *Down
with Capitalism” and singing the Marxist song
‘engleh ocogmee e gfish ecSBol” and oihier group
songs 1o boost the morake of the participants, while
carrying placands.

At the Galle Face Green, we collected in
front of a temparary stage put up for the oceasion;
with flags and banners swaying in the breeee. Here,
we suw some vociferous legislators drawn mostly
from the Opposition in parliament; on stage. We had
the opportunity 1o listen to the vibrant, forcefil and
action-filled specches of Dr. N.M . Perera, D, Colvin
R De Silva; and other former members of parlia-
ment especially those of my electrorate -

toxicated and unruly!
P.Lucian Fernando
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WA ASLA COME

Ruvanweli/Ruvanmaali/Ratnamaali/
Swarnamaali Maha Thupa

Anuradhapura and Ruvanweli seya have
close links with my family. Although [ lived in Co-
lombo, | went all the way 1o Anuradhapura for my
cacsanian operation because | had confidence in my
brother in law who was the V.0, at the General
Hospatal there. He opersted on me. My first bom
was o daughier. She had 1o be named. What did 1
think of? Mothing but Ruvanmeali and Ruvanmaali
she was! Way back to her loku thaththa's home from
haospital, her first visit was made (o Sri Maha Bodhi
and Ruvanmaall Dagaba. She named her doughter
Ruvanmaali. Hopefully, you never know, a great
grond daughter may arrive, another Ruvanmusli? |
feel | have gone ofl the track, when what | really
wanted was to write about Ruvanmaali Dagaba and
nod whout daughters and their ofT springs!

The flowers here shall not whither
The perfumes shall not dry up
The lamps shall not be extinguished
Maothing what so ever shall perish.
The hexa — rayed gemstones
Shall hold together forever.

The above is an inscription found on the hid
of the relic chamber of the Maha Thupa, and is men-
tioned in the Mahavansa.

Although the author of Mahavansa, Thera Maha-
nama never wanied io write a history book, most his-
torians use this chronicle as their main sounce for the

period.

It was on Esala full moon day in 149 BC
abowt 2150 vears ago, that the foundation stone was
ceremonially Laid for the building of the Maha Thupa
in Anuradhapura by King Dutugemunu { 161 - 137

HL“ I in fulfitment of his religious zeal towards Bud-

" This colossal master picoe of construction
stands 10 a height of 338 fi. It has a circumference of
924 fi and a dinmeter of 294 1t at base. So, it was the
workbd"s tallest building then. The great stupa of San-
chi, which was the largest monument of this class, of
the same age in India, was dwarfed by the side of
Ruvanweli seva,

King Mahasena (275 - 301 AD ) has the hoi-
our of being the creator of the largest stupa in
Anurasdhapurn - the Jethowana which has a dinmeter
off 3671 a1 it"s hase and still stands 10 o height of
232 fi. Iis original height is said to have been 4006
but then this was built about 400 years laer,

The foundation to the Thupa was done in 11
stages. Rock stones brought to the site by the King's
soldiers wene broken with hammers and crushed
stones were siamped down by huge elephamnis with
their feet bound with leather o prevent injury. This
wis done to make the foundation stronger and
firmer. A kind of butier clay (vendar meti) was
spread over the layers of stones and bricks laid over
them.

In the relic chamber, the King placed a price-
bess and dazzlingly beawtiful five branched Bo Tree
ingide of jewels, The stem was of pure silver and was
adorncd with leaves and fruits of gold and young
shoots made of corala.

After completion it was handed over to the
Mahaviharn, the centre of orthodox Buddhism.

With the sdvent of forcign rule, many reli-
gious buildings were cither destroved or domaged
and afier years of neglect, the Thupa was restored
e to the pioneering efforts of Ven Nanrangvita Su-
manasasrs Nayaka Thero, mostly out of donations
by devout Buddhists, The grumd ceremony enshrin-
ing the relics and treasures was held on December 29
1932. The crystal to the Thupa was donated by
Burma (now Myanmar), The damaged elephant wall
was restored right around the Thupa. Y early, the
grand Dagaba s white washed and resiored 1o iis
pristine ghory.

It's a beautiful sight, an unforgetinble magic
moment, when you wialk around the Thupa with both
hands clasped together in veneration. with a calm
and peaceful mind, on a full meon Poson day when
Anursdhspurs wakes up in such glory o celebmte
the coming of Buddhism.

Preethi Muthu




Those unforgettable days at

Bank of Ceylon

The Sunday Observer of 8 August 1999
carried a letter under the above caption of Mr,
Felix Ranasinghe. This prompied me 1o wrile on
the service rendered by the middie level staff of
the Bank of Ceylon: some two score and six venrs
back. The events of yvesteryear bring back pleasant
memories of places, people, papers and plav.

As a teenager, | joined the Bank of Ceylon
in July 1956, My carrier as a junior cherk started at
its branch in Pettah. It was located in the upper
floor of the il kept Old Town Hall Market Build-
ing, Amidst piles of smelly dry fish, groceries,
vegetables, discoloured coconut oil harrels, coils
of coir rope, piles of coir Noor carpets; | reported
for work with trepidation with their sweat-stained
bodies. Gunny bags hooks hanging from their hips
and their long=drawn out cans were a plenty within
its precincis. Up the dark, used stairway 1 climbed
o the upper floor. The Malay watcher Samath ush-
ered me o the genial, ever smuling Manager Mr.
Sparkes. After usual courtesies and inguirics, | was
directed 1o the sccountant Mr. Noel Gunetilake. He
made me to understudy Counter Clerk's work
from Alfred Fernundo, s national wrestler. He
taugzht me the first lesson in banking, to |l trans-
fer cheques in the Register and o keep both
cheques and credit slips scparatcly, wp side down,
This is 10 keep them in order of listing and o case
checking. in case the listing is incorrect. He then
wanted me 0 add the two columns of figures men-
tatlly. This sk | abhorred. Afler several attempis, |
managed o balance the two columns. When the
bank was closed for business, | was taughi to fold
monthly statements and insert them in window cn-
velopes, This | did late in to the night. My first day
ol the bank was spent thus!

Afier o few weeks, it was ihe tum of Berly
Perera to train me in listing cleanng cheques. They
were sorted out In 1o respective pigesn bales of
member banks of the Clearing House! Listed and
then bundled with tapes and pinned. Berly took me
1o the Clearing House at the Central Bank, and
then located at Hemas Building. As | entered, |
was subjected to o verbal mg. In this cacophony of
voices, | humbly distributed the cheques 1o other
bank representatives. After the clearing session
was over, we walked back to our banks cracking
jokes. The trum fare was then only 10 cents. My

peers were the Chief Clerk Amarsinghe, Wickre-
masinghe- Manager's Sceretary, ldroos Allie,
Freddy Jayarajoh, Santharajah, Peter Femando,
Motha, Mortimer, Brian Jansz, Sivaganathan, Siv-
alingam and Jeganathan. The peons Siripala amd
Dizsanayake tanght me the use of the franker and
operation of the telephone exchange. With the pas-
sape of time, | worked ander M/S Michael Percra,
Ashley de Mel, 5.W Jayasuriva, Harold Jayas-
inghe and Gordon Fernandso,

1 recall with pleasure the kindness of Mr.
Sparkes, who allowed me 1o leave office carly 1o
attend athbetics and basketball practices every
other day. This enabled me io contribuie towards
wining the Caliex Shield in the Mercantile Basket-
ball Tournament in 1959, The leading players then
were Halaldeen, Issadeen, Kathirvelupillai,
“Killer” Anandan, lrwin Fernando, Radley Silva,
Jeremish, Balendr and Balakrishnan.

In 1960 we were co-winmers with Gorden
Frazer an the Mercantile Athletic Meet. In the same
vear, we emerged winners of the dual athletic meet
held with Central Bank of Ceylon, Bank of Ceylon
wis the first commercial bank 1o form a Rugby
team, in 1962, 11 was led by Newton Manhalingam
andd ably suppanad by reputed club players of the
calibre of Abraham, Schastian, Balendran and
“Bunis Goonethilake At the insisience of the ath-
letic captain Canaganayagam., | was transferred o
City Oflice 10 enable me to attend practice regu-
larly. Before long 1 had to fall in line with others
and work Iate hours thus giving up sporis.

The perpetual rumbling of the National
Cash Register ledper machines in vogue then, led
to thee naming of City Offfice as the current Ac-
count Factory. There were ten ledgers. Each ledger
was allotted two such machines, They were oper-
ated day and night by expenenced operators witha
duy supervisor o check the ledger. The machines
were really hardy and rarely did they break down,
As night operator in J-M ledger, [ worked till late
at night. Often | travelled back home with “Bappa™
Karunaruine, Frank Kurukuladithiya and Mendis
by the early moming train stanting from Fort a
(4. 3ihwurs,

(i certain occasions our travelling companion was
nonse other than the Late Dv. W.Dahansyake, the
then Minister of Education and later Prime Minis-
ter. When we got down a1t Moratuwa, he joined his
tovam fiolk who were ofT duty harbour workers from
CGialle. Continuwed on Page 19




drink. A healthy young woman's

Health Comnefu. = e

Unfortunately aleobol has
become a part of the ioday’s life,

If vou drink faster than
your liver can process alcohal you

Even though there are lots of theo- will stan 1o feel drunk.

ries about drinking alcohol, not
drinking at all is the safest choice.
There are times drinking alcohol
can have some serious effects; il
you are thinking of becoming
pregnant or you arc pregmant, be
recovering from an injury, opera-
tiom, illness or mking medication,
or vou are going 1o drive. operale
machinery or do @ sport.,

Everyone has an enzyme
in their stomach designed to proc-
¢33 ethanol into a safer substance.
The enzyme is called alcohol de-
hydrogenise.

When a person drinks al-
cohaol, aboat 20% of the alcohol is
absorbed in the somach and 80%
is- absorbed in the small imestine.

For reasons that ane not yet
clear to scientists, the alcohol de-
hydrogenise in men is TO-B0%
miore effective than the same en-
ryme in women. There are also
age differences - yvoung women
and men over 50 years of age
hove the most difficully coping
with alcohol.

The average adull male is
imsace up of 66% Muid, compared
1 55% for women. So if you'ne
haoth the zame weight and drink
the snme amount in one eccasion,
the woman will end up witha
blood-alcohol level a thind higher
than the mun's. It will take o third
longer for the woman's body 10
eliminate the aboohal from the
blood.

Alcohol circulates in the
bloodstream until it is processed
by to the liver. The liver is where
the body finishes breaking down
alcohol. Working st full speed, &
healthy young man's liver takes
about an hour to process one

The Liver is the main or-
gan that pets rid of aleshol by
breaking it down. It metaboliscs
about 90%s of the alcohol in our
body while only about 10% is ex-
creted through either our uring or
breath.

The liver needs water 1o
et rid of toxins from the body
but, as alcohol acts as a diuretic,
there will not be sufficicnt
amounts in the body, so0 the liver
is forced 1o divers water from
other organs including the brain.

The liver also produces
more loxins in the body as a by-
product of bresking down alcobal.
When the liver is metabolising
aleohol it produces acetaldehyde,
a substance which has toxic ef-
Tects on our liver, brain and stom-
wch lining, resulting in hendache,
nausea, vomiting and hearthurn,

While alcohol is waiting o
be processed by the liver it travels
in the blood through the heart to
all the other organs of the body,
inclading the brain. Alcohol is
traditionally called o depressant
drug because although it con muke
people feel "revved up” it does so
by closing down different cireuits
in the brain. It is both o stimulant
and a depressant.

Al low levels aleohol -
creases the electrical activity in
the brain affecting pleasre and
cuphoria. In this respect it scis
like an sccelerator. Aloohol also
acts on the scrotonin system,
which increases self-confidence
ond reduces BTN,

Unfortunately this is usu-
ally short lived, Drinking more
than a couple of drinks can ruin
any short-term emotional gains, In

large amounts, alcobol interferes
with some of the chemical mes-
sages in your brain. [t can make
you clumsy, affect your coordina-
tiom and slur your speech. It dra-
matically reduces vour ability to
learn and form memories, which
is why people expericnce
“blackouts.” Regular drinking ses-
sions can make it very difficult o
learn new skills or retain new
knowledge.

Alcohol is diuretic. This
means it encourages the body 1o
lose more water than it takes on
by halting the production of the
body's anti-diuretic hormone, ne-
sulting in you needing 10 go 1o the
toilet excessively and so speeding
up the boss of fluid from yous
body, leading to dehydmtion.

Aleohol also attacks our
stores of vitamins and minerals,
which need to be in the correct
balance for the body to function
narmally. Delydration caused by
drinking can affect the balance by
draining potassium from the bady,
resulting i thirst, muscle cramps,
diceriness and faininess.
Alcohol poisoning {when parts of
vour braim shut down because
there is oo much aleohol in the
blood sysiem) can make a person
very sick, and can even be fatal.

Some people find that they
can drink relatively large amounis
of abcohol without seeming to be
drunk. This is dangerous. It could
mican that they have been drinking
o fmach that they are developing
a tolerance 1o levels of aleahaol
that would have left them drunk in
the past. As they drink more to

experience the same level of ef-

fects, they are cxposed 1o more

and more alcohol-related harm.

Dr. Asoka Dias

A soos-maninsoiers 1T



One-dayflosses did not matter

2 STl - one day serics
1o the West Indies does not mean that the panic bart-
1on be pressed and that changes be made to the
team. As genial skipper Mabiela Jayawardena suid at
the media briefing before the Digicel series began, it
i a learning expericnce in preparation for the next
world cup to be held in the sub-continent. So from
Mahela's admission, it has 1 be construed that the
Lankans were attemptling to get up o team that can
win the World Cup come 2011 and that winning los-
ing to the Windies iz secondary.

The Lankans recalled seven players who
contested the Test series and flew in seven new
players, who the selectors thought had the ereden-
tials to play the instant game. But that Lankans loss
tix thee Windies does not mean that they be accused
of nat trying or not being focused. They fronted up
1o the home team who had the home advantage and
gave us good us they got and although losing it
woutld be fair comment to say that they were cer-
tainly not disgraced. Al the outset il must be stated
that it is no easy task for a captain to immediately
setile down with a new sel of players and plan strat-

Ask a captain and he will tell you. Mahela
over the years as capain has had more ups than
downs and it is not sportsmanship and it is not
cricket to take him 1o the cleaners and bust your
lungs asking for him 1o be ousted. One has Lo be
cricketer or i cuptain (o know what it is. 1t is easy
for arm chair eritics 10 be wise afler the event, As |
said enrlier 10 be wise after the event is the refuge of
the scoundrel. In fact the tour of the Caribbean was
a learning experience for me to in that | managed o
gather that it is the splendid work of Mahela that is
keeping the team going. As captain it is his duty 1o

take responsibility when the team wins or loses.
And that responsibility he will take like a true
sportsman and nol eringe or put the blame on others.
That shows respectability and that trait Mahela has
in bags full. To take Mahela to task saying that he
played iresponsible strokes, maid the wrong move
or that he changed the hatting order is not what is
expected of any responsible eritic. A captain decides
to bt first or makes any move with the interest of
the team at heart, It need not be said that when a
team win the capiain geis the kudos and when the
team loses he is put on the chopping blocks. And
also a caplain, nine times out of ten makes a deci-
sion in consultation with the leam and generally ad-
heres to the majority decision. So just to take a cap-
tain 1o task for just nod liking his looks or his tone of
specch 15 not ericket.

When a leam wins of loses it is collective
responsibility.

Mihieli, it must not be forgotten led the S
Lankan in to the finals lnst vear in Caribbean and it
is his intension and remaing focused to lead a strong
that would perform similarky in the 200 | World Cup
and go better and win it, So s responsible critics we
should support and encourage him to lead the coun-
try in to the Promised Land which is World Cup
2011,

The first one-day ot the Cueen’s Park Crval
was evenly contested and a game tha should have
been won was bost on the final ball. The home team
had to get 10 nms in the last two balls to win and as
it stood, only a cricket miracle could help the
Windies pull i1 off.

And that miracle did happen, us Shiv
Chanderpaul admitted after the game that helped
him 1o steer his side 1o victory from the jaws of de-
feal.

In the final ball, after Shiv had driven the
ball before for four, Chaminda Vaas who was the
man for the moment had only to run up and bowl a
three quarter length delivery that would have
reached the batsman along the wurf and it would
have been next to impossible for the batsman to hit
for six as the batsman did by making Vass intended
Yorker a full toss and lofting it over the mid wicket
boundary. With that stroke Shiv performed the im-
possible.
Critics would have skinned Vs if he had
done the above saying that it is not in the spirit of
the game 1o do so. Where the hell is the spirit of the
game now? Continued on Page 19
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Continued from Page 16

Those unforgettable days al

Bank of Ceylon

As night operators we were not supervised except
in the government ledger. As such we were held
responsible for completing the day’s work before
the break of dawn on the following day. We never
shirked duty though we had fun whilst at work, As
boredom sets in at night. Ranjith Wirsthungs used
tox sing his schoolmate Bill Forbes® numbers. As
accompaniment the operators stan o subdued hoot
much 1o the amusement of all. Cce the General
Manager Mr.Loganathan visited City Office around
midnight, he found all operators at work, Some op-
erators clad in trouser and shint while some were
bare chesied and in sarong. A sollary operator
was found working wearing only his underpants.
He spoke o the supervisor on duty and hod men-
tioned that the ofice temperature must be 1o hot
for the operator to be in that attire. He left the Chry
Office with & smile on his face, We had ample free
time at night 1o indulge in variows antics and fnne-
cent mischief. Some operators used spare time 1o
further their prospects ot the bank by studving for
banking examinations from cormespondence courses
imported from London's Metropolitan and Rapid
Results Collages. Our superiors were guite under-
standing and yet maintained discipline. They were
MIS Muthulingesamy, C.A, Corray, Ranjith de Liv-
ert. LM.De Silva, Daya Amamsinghe,
ML Kerkovan, M.M. Thahir, S Jnyewickrema,
Felix Ranasinghe, Brian Farbes, T.G.De Silva,
M.Uduman, Arthur Jayamanne, A.P.Brito, Tom
Murugiah, Das-the war veteran, Felix Pereru, Chel-
limh, Puvimanasinghe, Murugupillai, Nanayakkars,
Pete Jurinnsz, Mrs Colombage, Mrs, Wijesinghe
and Tootsie-the girl - with gypsy ear rings. Wi did
treasure their company. There were many other sio-
ries oo spicy to relate.

Others who did work then were Upali Sin-
garavelu-the union leader, Binthara Amith-declared
as the fastest operator, Asoka Perern, Shahul
Hameed, Adahan. Tony Talagala, Gerry Samaras-
inghe, Godwin Perers, "Long” John Silva, Kenneth
Hannibele, Leslie Somanader, P.F. Ariyananda,
Ranjith Wiratunga, B.J.Khan, Frank Kuruku-
ladiththiya, Palasingham, Moarthy, Thurairajih,
Ranfred Peiris, Rienzie De Almaida, “Bappa” Ka-
runaraine, Sundamalingam, Rex Fernanda,

LM, Guneratne, Nawaz Gamage 1o name 1 few,

Mr. Ranasinghe says °...... - & greal team spirit pre-
vailed at City Office in spite of the long and labori-
ous hours”, Despite the workload, we did enjoy
the work assigned. The camaraderie and coopera-
tion were exemplary then. [t needs mentioning here
that the only training we recgived then was on-the-
training provided by the senior stafl, At a party re-
cently a former General Manager of a large private
bank was heard saying that the best years of his life
us 4 banker were spent at Bank of Cevlon City Of-
fice. | join him and others who worked at City OF-
fice in the days gone by, in being truly grateful 1o
the Bank of Ceylon for the discipline, knowledge
and fellowship inculeated in us. | wish the Bank of
Ceylan the very best in the fuiure,

P.Lucian Fernando.

From Page 18
One-day losses did not matter

The spirit of the game was hit bévond the
boundary when big; big money came in 1o the
game, Those who speak of the spirit of the game
would do well to have their heads examined. Re-
member the Greg and Trevor Chappell underarm
delivery that nearly brought Australia and New Zea-
land into war, Greg as Caplain was plaving 1o the
rubes. The spirit was not his concern — quite rightly.

After this incident, the Imemational Cricket
Council woke up and deleted the rule from the book
and now underarm bowling is a thing of the past.

Today winning is not the thing it is the anly
thing. Bags full of money is on offer 1o the indi-
viduals mnd winning teams, as the farce of a tourney
that s now on in India-the Indian Premier League
proves.

What is happening there to say the least is
disrespeet for money? Today the mind-boggling
money that is being dangled is tempaation for those
playing the game 10 win by hook or by crook and
forget the excellent virtees that this game initially
taught,

Im our days we were nurtured and brought
up on the adage that - it is not the winning or losing
that matters, but how one played the game. To play
o straight bat was also another wonderful virtee.

Where are these virtues now? The best peo-
ple to answer that question are the International
Cricket Council,

Compiled by Susantha Nawaratne
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It was a shock to all the committes
members when Ms. Indra Colombage and
Mr, Prema Arachchige bath announced their
resignations from USLA Auckland BC on the
same day.

Both these Committee members were
appolinted at the AGM held on 15'™ March
for the current financial year and served
until 30th April. During this time they both
showed us their dedication to the USLA,

Ms. Colombage was a hard
person and she proved it during the two
major events (Bak Maha Ulele and Hela
Mihira} we had this year.

Mr. Arachchi was also a very co-
operative team member. His financial sup-
port bto USLA Bak Maha Ulela shows his
generosity and dovotion to the USLA,

While USLA BC wishes to thank bath
of them for their support during their
short stay, hopes they will give their full-
est support in the future.

New Secretary and
Treasurer...
A special Gen-

eral Mesting (SGM) of
the United Sri Lanka
Association
{Auckliand Branch)

% Incorporated, was
held at the Mt Albert
Seniar Citizens® hall,
Mt Albert, Auckiand
on Saturday 31 May

2008 ot 3.00pm,

The main objective of the SGM was to
elect a new Secrétary and a Treasurer and
appoint the Auditor.

Mr. Wajira Dassanayake was elected |
as the Honorary Secretary and Mr. Ivan
Gunarathne was elected as the Honorary
Treasurer,

Mr. Croz Fernando's nomination as
the Honorary Auditor was slso endorsed at
the meeting.

Editor resigned
., Mr. Miranjan

i, Herath resigned from

'I'I. USLA Auckland Branch

I} Committee with effect
from 11.06.2008. He was
elected as the Editor for
the current financial year
at the AGM held on 15th
March. WI wish him all the best,




